
QAA FOCUS ON:

GRADUATE SKILLS - SHARING PRACTICE 



BUILDING SUSTAINABLEPARTNERSHIPS:

LANGUAGES BEYONDUNIVERSITY -

A NEW UNDERGRADUATECOURSE IN COMMUNITY OUTREACH, 

EXPERIENTIALAND REFLECTIVELEARNING

BethanOwen

Quality Improvement Officer Languages, 

City of Edinburgh

bethan.owen@edinburgh.gov.uk

Annette Götzkes

Senior Fellow German Studies

Director for Outreach and Widening Participation

University of Edinburgh

agotzkes@ed.ac.uk

Simon Riley
Senior Lecturer
Director of Postgraduate Taught Studies,
Deanery of Clinical Sciences
University of Edinburgh

Simon.C.Riley@ed.ac.uk 



Key drivers

ωLearning models, student agency (learning design and personal development), shifting from knowledge-

centric learning

ωAssessment models (portfolio learning, interdisciplinary teams)

Challenges

ωScalability, limited resource, yet meaningful experience for all involved

Critical for success

ωStudents at the centre of experiential learning (learning from mistakes!)

ωSupporting reflection and literacy in reflection and assessment

ωFlexible

ωDesign for the long-term aim from the outset

Student-Led, Individually Created Courses (SLICCs)

Delivering student-led experiential learning and assessment, at scale



A flexible and adaptable credit-bearing course for experiential learning

A flexible experiential reflective learning and assessment framework using  an e-portfolio

Coursedefines:

ωThe process to receive academic credit ςreflective framework, e-portfolio

ωThe Learning Outcomes (five LOs) ςΨŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎΩΣ ΨŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ ΨǎƪƛƭƭǎΩΣ ΨmindsetsΩΣ ΨŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴΩ

ωThe assessment criteria

Studentdefines:

ωThe content (defining their learning experience from the beginning)

ωHow the LOs relate to their content

ωHow they will evidence completion of their LOs (reflective e-portfolio)

ωA reflection on the mark they will receive

What is a SLICC?



www.SLICC.ed.ac.uk

REFLECTIVE BLOG(in PebblePad) 
undertaken at least weekly

WEBFOLIO(in PebblePad) ςcontains evidence of 
learning e.g. documents, reports, photos, video, audio
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In a nutshell:

Second year students of French, German, Italian and Spanish are allocated to mentors

in our partnership schools to develop and deliver a  cultural project to S2-pupils

Students are expected to :

Å liaise with mentor to discuss plan and organise cultural learning materials and 

activities

Å liaise with course tutors to organise outreach events  at school and university

Åspend a total of about 20 hours in schools spread out over 2 terms

Åattend  a total of 10 hours of workshops and peer -led feedback sessions at university

Languages Beyond University :



Schools, Pupils:

Å boost positive attitudes towards language learning and  encourage languages uptake

in senior phase

Å increase cultural capital to help narrow poverty related attainment gap

University, Students:

Å support active, engaged students by providing opportunities for independent learning

Å students to develop experiential learning in the community

Å equip students for greater integration of graduate attributes and employability

Å underpins UoE Widening Participation Strategy :

Rationale



Widening Participation Strategy

ü Exceeded Commission on Widening Access Target:

10 % of new full-time Scottish degree students from SIMD20 areas by 2021

ü Helping students build confidence and develop social capital

ü Engagement of students in employability opportunities

üWorking to ensure that students from diverse 

backgrounds thrive and feel a sense of belonging



FIRST YEAR STUDENTAPPLYINGFOR

LANGUAGES BEYONDUNIVERSITY 

¤ Í m really excited about the course; it's a really unique, nice idea and 

definitely something that I'm interested in! (é) If it weren't for linguists within 

school I wouldn't be where I am today, so I think it's really important to give 

back.



Cultural Learning

Cultural Projects:

ü research and explore their  Year Abroad destination with the class

ü exploring cultural clichés through films 

ü festivals, traditions and food

ü invite pupils to the annual plays performed by DELC students and

design and plan complementary workshops

Some examplesé.





What have the class 
enjoyed?

VBeing Doubly Student Led 
ςClass input and feedback
VGroup Work 
VInteractive Lessons
VResearch 

Tasks/Autonomous 
Learning
VAnd of course ςFOOD!

What was my project?
Based loosely around 
planning/preparing for my Year 
Abroad

I then wanted to add in other 
Germanic Cultural 
Events/Festivals. The pupils 
had some input into these 
topics

Chose to do this as I thought 
the Year Abroad was a good 
way to engage the class

Lastly the class completed a 
research project to learn in 
depth about one German 
city.

Cultural Topics included:
Food & Drink, Famous Germans, 
German Stereotypes, 
St Niklaus Tag, Christmas, German 
Regions, Carnival, Sport, Music, Easter 
& Language Learning

Source: https://germanculture.com.ua/german-flag/

Lesson Examples:

ÅChristmas
In depth topic
ÅGerman Regions
Research project
ÅMusic
Pupil led lesson

Source:https://en.wikipedia.o
rg/wiki/Flag_of_Austria

What have I gained? 
üA chance to shape my own 

learning
üGained experience which will 

help me on the Year Abroad (& 
beyond)
üImproved my reflective ability 
üGained experience of working 

with children/in education in a 
professional setting

Source: 
https://en.wikipedi
a.org/wiki/Flag_of_
Switzerland#/media
/File:Flag_of_Switze
rland_(Pantone).svg



Delivering a cultural project on communication in Italy in Holy Rood High School

My cultural project is centered on technology: 
how it can be used to discover Italy, how 
Italians use technology and how I can use it on 
my year abroad in Rome next year.

1st meeting with school mentors 
and 1st time meeting pupils 

November

TIMELINE

Preparing lessonsDecember

Lesson on year abroad & social media   January

Lesson on social network influencers in Italy 
and how to discover Italy through them

February

Looking at the depiction of Italy in cinemaMarch

Learning more about Italian culture & possibility of 
going abroad

Becoming more aware of the 
importance of learning a 

language (even if they want to 
stay in Scotland)

Becoming more aware of 
how to use technology safely

Becoming more 
comfortable with 

speaking up especially 
in Italian

Learning more Italian 
vocabulary

Purpose of 

the project 

for pupils

For pupils, making them:
- think about questions in pair
- presenting answers to the class in Italian
- worksheets to remember what they 

learned.

vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƴŀƛǊŜΣ ǉǳƛȊ ƻƴ ǇǳǇƛƭǎΩ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ǎƻ 
that I could then gradually change project to fulfill 
their expectations.

Learning outcomes from the project:

Expected ones: Unanticipated ones:

Connecting curriculum to 
real life

V Communication skills.
V Organization skills.
V Dealing with stress.

o Adaptability/ flexibility.
o Negotiating and making 

compromises.
o Learning to interact with 

professionals

Dealing with challengesé

CHALLENGES SOLUTIONS

Teachers not replying at the 
start of the project, problem 
with timetables.

Learning to become more 
patient, planning in the 
meantime & making 
compromises to find a time.

Extremely distracted pupils not 
paying attention and variations
between groups.

Changing the work dynamic, 
making them work in pairs and 
participate.

Time management when 
teaching.

Still some progress to be made 
but rehearsing and timing 
myself.

Rewarding and positive moments:
Pupils showing interest in studying abroad in Italy, trying their best 
to speak Italian, asking me about my experience as an international 
student and asking me to come back the day after to continue my 
presentation, constructive relationship with school mentors.

Explaining how you can learn a 
language from home and why it is 

important to do so.



Feedback from School Students








