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1) Name of institution  
The Open University  
 
2) Name of the initiative  
Raising awareness of Green Skills Careers in partnership with the Department for the Economy (DfE) 
in Northern Ireland 
 
3) Initiative outline  
Develop a range of resources which highlight how green skills are being applied across a wide range 
of roles locally.  Including: 

- A Green Skills Careers Bulletin 
- A young person’s guide to green skills careers in Northern Ireland  
- An adult’s guide to green skills careers in Northern Ireland  
 

The resources are to be published on DfE citizen-facing platforms and promoted via DfE social media 

channels. The link to the publications will also be disseminated on the NI Direct Careers website and 

shared with DfE careers advisers and other key stakeholders.  

 
4) Context/history/need for initiative  
The Department for the Economy in Northern Ireland has identified seven growth priority areas, one 
of which is Low-carbon / net zero (green economy). A ten-year digital & green skills transformation 
plan has been developed supported by an industry-led green skills delivery group and four sub-
working groups. The Open University sits on all four sub-working groups. A key output of the 
‘Promoting awareness of careers and opportunities in green jobs, green skills and transversal skills’ 
group was a green skills careers bulletin which The Open University played a key role in the 
development of.  
 
5) What has happened 
The initiative was focused on raising awareness of what green jobs are and why they are important.  
A key part was to include ‘career role snapshots’ of people working in the green skills industry to 
provide role models that inspire. The Open University was delighted to supply a case study of a 
former student who studied a Bachelor’s Degree in Natural Science and Masters in Environmental 
Management, and is now working as a Sustainability Officer. 
  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.economy-ni.gov.uk%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-04%2FCareers%2520Occupational%2520Information%2520Unit%2520Bulletin%2520-%2520Green%2520skills%2520careers%2520bulletin.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ctara.craig%40open.ac.uk%7C04215e7e8ad54198371108de90deaa66%7C0e2ed45596af4100bed3a8e5fd981685%7C0%7C0%7C639107483198200832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0RfIttCNoZQDbIIHa%2FzOyhAI8s4H%2BRsW1%2Fx3WC7mkHw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.economy-ni.gov.uk%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-04%2FA%2520Young%2520Persons%2520Guide%2520to%2520Green%2520Skills%2520Careers.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ctara.craig%40open.ac.uk%7C04215e7e8ad54198371108de90deaa66%7C0e2ed45596af4100bed3a8e5fd981685%7C0%7C0%7C639107483198222499%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ALE8kKUGHSnn8wRBTGXtoWwB74lNa58Wpn%2Fc5vxlFeY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.economy-ni.gov.uk%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-04%2FAn%2520Adults%2520Persons%2520Guide%2520to%2520Green%2520Skills%2520Careers.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ctara.craig%40open.ac.uk%7C04215e7e8ad54198371108de90deaa66%7C0e2ed45596af4100bed3a8e5fd981685%7C0%7C0%7C639107483198241585%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YE1zrWWoS5WpEgJtk2VOx6%2BpjO0HsyufFIZEOFzYYx4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.economy-ni.gov.uk%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-04%2FAn%2520Adults%2520Persons%2520Guide%2520to%2520Green%2520Skills%2520Careers.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ctara.craig%40open.ac.uk%7C04215e7e8ad54198371108de90deaa66%7C0e2ed45596af4100bed3a8e5fd981685%7C0%7C0%7C639107483198241585%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YE1zrWWoS5WpEgJtk2VOx6%2BpjO0HsyufFIZEOFzYYx4%3D&reserved=0


 
 
Another key part was to provide clarity around the education pathways into green skills careers from 
level two to level seven, developed through the Further Education Colleges and the Universities in 
Northern Ireland.  
 

 
 



6) Impact, successes, challenges 
The project has created a range of resources that help make green skills more relatable and 
accessible. As the project group included a diverse range of stakeholders, there were challenges 
around the definition of green skills as there is not one universally agreed definition. There were also 
challenges in the sourcing of career case studies and the distilling of a huge amount of information 
into a digestible format. 
 
7) Advice for others  
Cross-sector working really helps ensure that the message meets industry needs. Having businesses 
represented in the working group alongside educational providers ensured pathways from education 
to careers are clearly defined and meaningful. 
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