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Case Study 5 
 
Author: Susan Laura Ramsdale   
 
Institution: University of Manchester 
 
Discipline/Field of Study: Nursing 
 
Type of Assessment: Students choose their own assessment format 
 
Credits: 10 
 
Level: Level 5 
 
Unit Type: Mandatory or core for all students on a particular programme 
 
Type of Optionality: Submission format and able to choose own topic, 
but both must be agreed with supervisor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Assessment Details: 
The Negotiated study unit forms part of the pre-registration nursing degree and is 
part of a suite of 10 credit optional units in year 2. It gives students the opportunity to 
explore topics that might not be encountered through the degree pathway and to 
also try novel submission formats. 

 
a. Instructions for completing the assessment 
 
Choosing a topic and format for submission: 

• You will work with your supervisor to decide on a topic and the format of your 
assignment 

• This must be agreed and submitted as agreed 

• You cannot undertake primary research 

• This must be the equivalent of a 2,500 word essay 
 
What to choose: 

• Choose a subject that interests you 
• It must be health related but can be wider than nursing 
• You can look at something outside of your field and you would move into the 

relevant small group for supervision if necessary 
 

What do we mean by format? 
• You can choose how to present your work 
• It must be the equivalent effort to a 2,500 word essay 

 
Previous students have done/considered: 

• Writing for publication 
• Essay 
• Presentation 
• Poster 
• Literature review 
• Case study 

 
Criteria for success: 

Essential Criteria 

• Be supported with relevant references using the approved Harvard format  

• Has a reference list of all cited literature (NB. if the reference list is not 
included the assignment will receive 0% mark) 

• Conform to submission instructions as outlined on submission area (if not may 
receive 0% mark) 

• Identification and negotiation and completion of a topic of interest that is of 
relevance to the overall programme  

• Demonstrating of development of the confidence and skills to undertake 
independent study.  
Desirable Criteria 

• Demonstrates knowledge and understanding of issues and concepts  
• Content is organised, accurate throughout and shows clear evidence of 

structure and planning.  
• Application of theory to practice is evident across all issues.  

http://subjects.library.manchester.ac.uk/referencing/referencing-harvard


• Arguments are clear, logical and well supported.  
• Evidence of wide reading which is used to support discussion. Engagement 

with a range of literature is evident. 
 

 
b. Marking rubric 
 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 

 
c. Teaching materials:  

 
https://livemanchesterac.sharepoint.com/:p:/s/UOM-SCO-
OptionalityinAssessment/Ec4YZkLdItFDkoMH3LtDXd0B_dGodviXp4h7Cq5xxu1kFA?e=OIgdM
S 

 
 

 
d. Other links or pertinent information 
 
The Negotiated Study is an option unit in Year 2 of the BNurs (pre registration 
nursing degree). It allows the students to explore a subject that is related to nursing 
but does not have to be nursing per se. The students choose their subject and it is 
agreed with their field specific supervisor. They then discuss and decide on how 

https://livemanchesterac.sharepoint.com/:p:/s/UOM-SCO-OptionalityinAssessment/Ec4YZkLdItFDkoMH3LtDXd0B_dGodviXp4h7Cq5xxu1kFA?e=OIgdMS
https://livemanchesterac.sharepoint.com/:p:/s/UOM-SCO-OptionalityinAssessment/Ec4YZkLdItFDkoMH3LtDXd0B_dGodviXp4h7Cq5xxu1kFA?e=OIgdMS
https://livemanchesterac.sharepoint.com/:p:/s/UOM-SCO-OptionalityinAssessment/Ec4YZkLdItFDkoMH3LtDXd0B_dGodviXp4h7Cq5xxu1kFA?e=OIgdMS


they want to be assessed. Students can choose any format in which to submit their 
assignment but it must be agreed with the supervisor. To date, students have 
chosen the following: traditional essay, article for publication, literature review, 
power point presentation, poster. The only restriction is that they cannot undertake a 
piece of primary research. Students find the unit challenging but rewarding because 

of the flexibility given. 


